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and under the rule of " moderate " fascist factions. In fact it failed to achieve either end. Within a year civil war was general, and the author of the " authoritarian " regime had been killed by the forces he himself had armed. Within another two years, Schuschnigg's pact with Hitler of July 12, 1936, opened the door to the 6C peaceful" Nazi penetration which was to bear its inevitable fruits on March n, 1938, just five years after Dollfuss had definitely overthrown the Republican Constitution, and little more than four years after he had defeated the Austrian workers in the battle for .Vienna.
All these events happened outside the sphere with which this book is immediately concerned. The Federal Council protested against Dollfuss's coup of March 7, 1933, but could do no more, although it had a Socialist majority, because the very care the Socialists had once^ taken to restrict the powers of the Second Chamber made it powerless to protect the First against dissolution by armed force. At a later stage, in August 1933, when the Provincial Christian Socials were disappointed with the Dollfuss policy, even such distinct right-wingers as Steidle, the Tyrolese Heimwehr leader^ tried to reach an agreement with the Socialists about common defence against Nazism. Later in the autumn, when the bishops, intending to facilitate the establishment of fascism, prohibited the clergy from collaborating in the Christian Social Party, many leaders of the latter, both Viennese and Provincial, took a distinctly anti-fascist attitude.2 But in all these developments federalism exercised no influence apart from that which Vienna might exert as a symbol of the potential power of the Austrian working classes, and as a centre of resistance in an armed struggle over essentially national issues. cc Remove the Bolsheviks 3 from this building!", With these words the *e princely soldier of fortune **, pointing to the near-by Vienna City Hall, appealed to Dollfuss at the Austrian Catholic Congress in September, 1933, when the programme of Austrian fascism was developed. The Austrian Socialists countered this, on September 17, by including unconstitutional infringements of Viennese self-government among the " four points " on which
1 See above, pp. 257-8.
* See, for example, the very outspoken utterances of the Volksvereinsboten (quoted by ** Observators>, op. dt., p. 64) against " the Moloch . , . Fascism ".   For the direct support of Austrian fascism by the hierarchy, seea e.g., Osservatore Romano, December 12, 1933, and the Christmas Pastoral Letter of the Austrian episcopate of December 31, 1933, stating that " however small a State, it needs a Fuhrer . . . a master, to -whom the people owe obedience ".
* This was Starhembergf s description of the very moderate Vienna Socialists.